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Direct Questions

When a child makes a comment of a private sexual nature, it
can be difficult to know how to respond. This guide will help
you to calmly ascertain if authorities need to be notified.

An untrained person should ask VERY MINIMAL questions,
mostly open-ended. Ask NO LEADING QUESTIONS, which
prompt or encourage the desired answer. Any direct questions
should relate specifically to the disclosure. If at any time the
child explains enough about the situation that abuse is
suspected, the questioning should stop and the authorities
should be made aware. Additional disclosures should be heard
and documented, but ask no further questions of the child.

O LORD, you hear the desire of the afflicted; you will
strengthen their heart; you will incline your ear to do justice
to the fatherless and the oppressed, so that man who is of
the earth may strike terror no more.

—Psalm 10:17-18
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DIRECT QUESTIONS

Here are some examples:

Child discloses: Uncle hurt me.

DO NOT ASK: Was it Uncle ?
Did he touch your private parts?

Child discloses: Joe touched my private parts.

DO NOT ASK: Was it when you went to his house?
Did he tell you to keep it a secret?

Child discloses: My pee-pee hurts.
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DO NOT ASK: Did hurt your pee-pee?

Again, if a child discloses sexual abuse, questioning should be
left to professionals. This is to preserve the integrity of the
investigation. Children make statements that may appear to be
abuse related, like the ones above, but the statements may be
innocent. Questioning should only occur until it can be
determined if it was an innocent situation or legitimate abuse.
When it doubt, leave questioning to the professionals.

Our Mission Statement:
Because of Christ’s gracious love for us, the ALC Balm of Gilead exists to
bring awareness, encouragement, and support to men and women whose
lives have been altered by sexual abuse.

Source: Kinnunen, Reuben, Detective. Watertown SD Police Department. (2018, Jan 15). Email interview with Karen St. Peter.

This pamphlet was created by the ALC Balm of Gilead to assist those seeking information about sexual abuse. The information is not
instruction and should not be treated as such. You must not rely on the information in this pamphlet as an alternative to legal advice
from your attorney or other professional legal services provider. If you have any specific questions about any legal matter you should
consult your attorney or other professional legal services provider. The provision of this (and the itself) does not
constitute legal advice or opinions of any kind, or any advertising or solicitation. You should never delay seeking legal advice, disregard
legal advice, or commence or discontinue any legal action because of information in this pamphlet. The ALC Balm of Gilead will not be
liable for any damages, losses, or causes of action of any nature arising from any use of this pamphlet.
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